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ROAD  
Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources 

 A beta service of the ISSN IC with support 
from the Communication and Information 
Sector of UNESCO 

 Free access to a subset (ca. 7,000+ titles to 
start) of the ISSN Register 

 Records are enriched by metadata about A&I 
coverage, registries, and quality indicators 

 Records are freely downloadable in MARC 
XML;  RDF triples to be available later in 2014 

 



Why go down this ROAD? 



Purposes of the ROAD Project 

• Provide a single access point for worldwide freely 
available ongoing scholarly resources 

• Provide metadata to help researchers identify 
and evaluate open access resources identified by 
ISSN—possible “antidote” to predatory OA 
publishing 

• Support OA and as coverage expands, provide an 
overview of open access scholarly production 
worldwide 

• To demonstrate new ways of using ISSN to 
compile information from various sources 



Also, serve as an ISSN Testbed  



FRBR Models for 
Serials: 

PRESSoo 

ISSN Classification 
Profile   

(UDC to start) 

Linked Data 
Outputs: 

RDF triples 

New Displays of 
ISSN Records 

New record 
updating at the 

ISSN IC 

New search 
methods: 

Graphics, Facets, 
Subject Access 



Types of Resources Included 

• Journals 

• Conference proceedings 

• Monographic series 

Institutional repositories (new for ISSN) 

Blogs (coming soon) 



How Does the Process Work? 

• Retrospective identification (ISSN IC) 
– Identification, updating, coding appropriate resources among 

the 130,000 online resources in the ISSN Register 

 

• Ongoing identification (88 ISSN centers 
worldwide and ISSN IC)  
– Identify appropriate resources and add a code to the ISSN record 

when making a new ISSN assignments 

  

• Adding coverage data (ISSN IC) 
– Using lists from indexing/abstracting databases, registries and journal 

indicator databases 

  
 



U.S. Record Coding in OCLC 

OA-J    =   Journal 
OA-R   =   Repository 
OA-M  =  Monographic Series 
OA-C   =  Conference proceedings 



 





ROAD Trip 



Main Features 

• Map search 

• Faceted search: country, subject, A&I service, 
registries, journal evaluative indicators 

• Display of the external sources that cover the 
journal 

• Records are downloadable and re-usable 



Search options 



Broad subject areas 



Search term: Neuroscience 



Information 
about 
search  
results 
 



ROAD record 



Coming soon: 
 

schema.org metadata 



Share button 





Downloading ROAD Records 

Creative Commons 
Attribution-

NonCommercial 
4.0 International Public 

License 

Options: 
*MARC XML Data Dump 

*RDF Data Dump 
(coming later in 2014) 



Criteria for Inclusion 

• Open access to the entire content (free 
registration is accepted) 

• No moving wall 

• Consists mainly of research papers 

• Audience is mostly researchers and scholars 



ROAD Data Sources 

• ISSN Register 

• EconLit 

• PsycINFO® 

• Scopus 

• Catalogo (Latindex) 

• DOAJ 

• Linguistic abstracts 

 

 

• The Keepers Registry 

• SJR (journal rank or 
impact indicator)  

• SNIP (journal rank or 
impact indicator) 

• Others to be added 
in future 



ROAD’s Benefits to Scholars and 
Researchers 

• Provides access to open access scholarly 
content via a single access point 

• Provides abstracting, indexing, ranking, etc. 
information about resources with ISSN within 
the scholarly community  

• Distinguishes among publications having the 
same title (an ISSN is assigned to one resource 
and only one) 

 

 



Next Steps 
• Retrospective identification of eligible resources 

in the ISSN Register 
• Additional institutional repositories (semi-

automatically) 
• Schema.org markup 
• RDF outputs using PRESSoo 
•  More granular subjects 
• Additional partnerships 
• Further enrichment of records 

– Peer review, licenses, etc. 
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